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Hello! 

This is the monthly information on environmental issues from Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Japan. This 

time, our new policies are introduced, including the way how we are reacting to the swine flu. I hope 

the pandemic flu would be under control soon.  

┌┐ 

└■ １ TMG Environmental Policy Information 

‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾‾ 

We would like to keep sharing information on TMG current environmental policies. 

The followings are those for this month. 

 

Promotion of ‘Greener’ Vehicles 

To promote low-emission and fuel efficient vehicles, TMG has strengthened its program to provide subsidies 

and loans since fiscal 2009. 

It is important to encourage broader use of ecologically efficient vehicles to reduce environmental load 

and promote measures to combat global warming. 

In Tokyo, Ordinance on the Environment to Secure the Health and Safety of Citizens was amended to take 

further steps against global warming caused by vehicles. Since this April, various measures to expand 

the installation of low-emission and fuel efficient vehicles have been reinforced. Although we have 

already had a program to provide the interest payments subsidy on loans for small or medium-sized 

businesses to encourage replacement, the subsidy and loan system has been strengthened since 2009, to 

accelerate ecologically efficient vehicles installation. 

★Outline of Subsidization and Lending System Reinforcements 

-Environment Protection Fund Loan Facilitation ‒ Expanded 

・Preferred rate of subsidy for cars complying with post new long-term regulations 

・Interest Subsidy: Subsidy rate changed from the half to three-quarters 

・Credit Guarantee Fee Subsidy: Subsidy rate changed from the two-thirds to four-fifths 

-Hybrid Bus Purchase Subsidy - New 

・Newly established subsidy for the installation of high-performance hybrid buses 

・Subsidize one-quarter of the price gap between the conventional vehicles of the same class 

-Next-Generation Vehicle Purchase Subsidy - New 

・Newly established subsidy for the purchase of electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles 

・Subsidize one-quarter of the price gap between the conventional vehicles of the same class 



*An environmental tax cut will be provided in the form of a 5-year moratorium on both the Automobile 

Purchase and the Motor Vehicle Taxes. Further, the subsidy for the rapid chargers installment is also 

implemented to promote the use of electric vehicles. 

 

Green Thermal Certification Starts! 

What is the difference between a “green power certificate” and a “green thermal certificate?” 

Energy gained from the sun includes photovoltaic power and solar thermal power. 

Power from photovoltaic power generators provides electricity “environmental credit (greenness)” for 

no carbon emission. Certification of the environmental credit comes in the form of Tradable Green 

Certificates (TGC), or Renewable Energy Certificates (REC). (Other forms of power generated by 

renewable energy sources are also acceptable for certification.) This Tradable Green Electricity system 

has been institutionalized since 2000. 

While solar thermal utilization systems have the environmental credit of no carbon emission as well, 

environmental credit and its economic value evaluation system were insufficient, in the case of solar 

thermal power. 

As the Tokyo Metropolitan Government has asked the Green Energy Certification Center, Japan (GECCJ), 

a branch of the Institute of Energy Economics, Japan for setting up Tradable Green Thermal Certificates 

for solar thermal power generation and certifying environmental credits and its economic value, the 

Tradable Green Thermal Certificates for Solar Thermal system began on the 1st of April(* Note that there 

are some solar thermal utilization systems that cannot be certified). 

On the good occasion, a program to provide subsidization of photovoltaic power generation and solar thermal 

utilization devices has launched since the 1st of April through the Cool Net Tokyo, one of the public 

corporation’s branch under the Tokyo Metropolitan Government. Those who install either the 

photovoltaic power generator or the solar thermal utilization devices can receive the subsidies under 

the condition of ten years worth environmental credits assignment to the TMG instead. The TMG offer the 

credits to be purchased by businesses making the return one of the resources to expand solar energy 

use. 

 

Responding to the Swine Flu Infection and Waste Management 

For Residents 

The garbage from residents and offices should be put in the collection bags sealed in the same way as 

the combustible waste from the seasonal flu. The pandemic flu is brought by a virus, and is not thought 

to be transmitted by the infective waste if it is put in the sealed plastic bags. The seasonal 

flu virus is thought to be infectious for several minutes or several hours and it is thought that the 

pandemic flu is as infectious as the seasonal one. 

For the medical agencies 

The waste from the medical and inspection agencies should be treated properly as is prescribed in the 

manual of the Japanese Ministry of Environment. It is thought to be safe enough to follow the procedure 

under the law.  
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