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Hello! This is the monthly information on environmental issues from Tokyo Metropolitan 

Government, Japan.  

 

┌┐ 

└■ １ TMG Environmental Policy Information 

  ￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣￣ 

We would like to keep sharing information on TMG current environmental policies. 

 

Council of Experts for a New 3R Strategy ---tentative report--- 

 

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government set up a council of experts in March to devise a new 3R 

strategy, and will compile a report by the end of September. This edition will provide the 

tentative extracts of the council’s basic concepts drawn from the draft of the report. The 

report will be used as a reference material for the coming Tokyo Waste Management Council 

and waste management plans. Opinions about the extracts will be very much appreciated. 

 

～For the Realization of a Sustainable Society～ 

 

Resources management and the current social circumstances(awareness of the current state) 

・Our various social activities always consume energy and resource, more or less creating 

environmental impacts. 

・Among the resources are the ones that are renewable and the others that are limited, while 

at the current state we mostly depend on exhaustive resources used for energy such as oil. 

・There is also a limit to the reserves of natural resources like steel or cement, and they 

are exhaustible. 

・Furthermore, even with renewable resources such as woods, there are limits to its 

regeneration considering the land space capable for afforestation, and consuming over the 

limit will result in the exhaustion of the resource. 



 

The 20th century production system mainly consisted of a one-way resources-intensive 

circulation where natural resources were consumed to make products and provided for the 

society. 

 

However, there is a major imbalance between the amount and variety of resources that the earth 

can provide to humans and that humans actually use. 

 

If our current way of energy and resource consumption continues, it is apparent that it 

will either deplete resources or go beyond the Nature’s capacity for recovery. Excessive 

consumption and extraction of resources will eventually bring about global catastrophe due 

to the environmental damage.  

 

Whether we can preserve a better environment for future generations greatly depends on how 

much our generation can hold awareness and take action. 

 

Now is the time that we recognize our duty to bring together our wisdom and face this crisis, 

so that we may build the base for the realization of the sustainable society through combined 

efforts to realize a sound material-cycle society and to establish a low-carbon economy, and 

pass it on to the future generations. 
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