TIME TO ACT Forum 2026 Joint Message:
Building Resilient and Sustainable Cities

We are living through an era of rapid change, marked by an unpredictable
international landscape and the astonishing evolution of Al. Against this
backdrop, natural disasters—such as severe heatwaves and increasingly
devastating storms and floods—are occurring one after another both at home
and abroad. Surely, it is fair to say that the impacts of climate change have now
entered uncharted territory. How are we to meet this crisis? We find ourselves at
a crossroads for the future.

Today, we the leaders of cities have shared a common recognition: that now is the
opportunity to transform our energy systems. Through expanding renewable
energy and improving energy efficiency, which contribute to energy security, it is
vital that we advance decarbonisation and strengthen the resilience of our cities at

the same time.

We reaffirm that cities stand at the forefront of solving the challenges the world
holds in common. By steadily advancing effective policies, and by sharing our
experience and expertise and learning from one another, we will further accelerate
our work to overcome the climate crisis. We declare that through the power of
cooperation between cities, we will lead the way in the world's action against the

climate crisis and open up the path towards a sustainable future.

It is time to act. Let us now bring together cities with a proven capacity to act,
drawing in national governments and other actors, and build cities that are

resilient and sustainable.
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