TIME TO ACT Forum 2025 Joint Message:
Connecting Mitigation and Adaptation Actions from Cities to the World

Climate change is becoming increasingly severe. Intense heat waves, frequent floods, and
devastating wildfires—eventually threatening human survival—are rapidly and visibly
impacting people’s lives. Decarbonization and improving resilience are major challenges
common to all cities. In order to protect people’s lives and livelihoods, cities, on the front

lines of the climate crisis, now have growing responsibilities to fulfill and roles to play.

COP30, to be held this November, will be the forum where NDCs (Nationally Determined
Contributions) are presented for the first time in five years. It is cities that are facing the
threats of climate-related disasters, and it is essential that their initiatives rooted in a strong
sense of crisis are reflected in national policies. This forum was held as a Town Hall COP* by
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government to deliver cities’ discussions to COP30 and link them to

concrete actions by the national governments and the international community.

Today, through active discussions among climate leaders, we have reaffirmed that city
initiatives to overcome the climate crisis are driving global action. It is essential to further
strengthen and accelerate measures through “Multi-city Lateral Cooperation,” whereby cities

on the front lines of the climate crisis share their initiatives and knowledge with one another.

We hereby declare our determination to act on climate change by collaborating with all
stakeholders, including cities and national governments, to accelerate efforts for

decarbonization and greater resilience.

“TIME TO ACT”—Now is the moment to strengthen both mitigation and adaptation actions
through multi-city collaboration. Let us, as cities, promote global climate change measures by
involving the national governments and various other entities, and advancing effective

initiatives..

* Town Hall COP is a framework launched by ICLEI (Local Governments for Sustainability)
for climate dialogue events hosted by local communities and governments. Their results
are delivered to national and COP discussion forums through ICLEI, allowing local voices

to be reflected in national and international processes.
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