TIME TO ACT Forum 2024 Joint Message:
Cities Calling for World Climate Action

Once again record-breaking temperatures are being reported this summer in every part
of the world, making climate response a pressing issue. Amid all this, cities are
increasingly called upon to play pivotal roles in implementing climate change measures,
as demonstrated by the COP28 holding the first Local Climate Action Summit, by
establishing the Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnerships (CHAMP), and the
IPCC (Intergovernment Panel on Climate Change) planning to create the Special Report
on Climate Change and Cities in its Seventh Assessment Cycle.

COP29, which will be held this November, is an important milestone to check the
progress toward the next NDCs (Nationally Determined Contributions) based on the
Global Stocktake outcomes announced at COP28.As many countries and cities explore
ambitious post-2030 GHG reduction targets, we must realize the COP28 slogan “Unite.
Act. Deliver” as soon as possible.

During today’s discussion, the climate leaders from many parts of the world shared their
respective efforts, and we confirmed that climate change measures in cities are greatly
promoting the social change needed to overcome the climate crisis.

We will show our determination to promptly achieve the decarbonization of cities by
collaborating with other cities and various stakeholders, leveraging the knowledge of
startups and various other entities as well as next-generation technologies, and
accelerating efforts for renewable energy and energy efficiency that contribute to health,
comfort, and resilience.

Specifically, given that measures for buildings are important in cities, we will encourage
energy efficiency at buildings, including thermal insulation, expand the introduction of
solar power generation, and balance electricity supply and demand through storage
batteries.

We will encourage the development and deployment of new technologies, such as next-
generation solar cells, in cooperation with leading companies, and promote green
finance to ensure that businesses actively working toward a decarbonized society are
recognized both at home and abroad.

“TIME TO ACT”—Now is the time to accelerate effective actions toward
decarbonization. Taking the lead in collaborating with nations and various non-state
actors, we, as cities, will take our own measures and call for the world to intensify
efforts to overcome the climate crisis.
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